
Lesson Plan Day 1 | Acting and Directing | Unit 2 – Devising | 45 minutes 
 
UNDERSTANDING: Students will understand that they have improved and grown since 
the beginning of the year; begin to explore the ideas and themes of “giving” 
 
KNOWLEDGE: Students will know… 

- that they have grown and learned in the last unit 
- that in devising work together, we must be respectful of each other’s ideas 
- that this classroom is a safe space 
- that there are many ideas associated with the word ‘giving’ 
- that they are beginning a process together in devising a piece 
 

SKILLS: Students will be able to… 
- verbally self-asses growth from previous unit 
- write or draw word associations with a prompt word 
- work independently while building ensemble 
- perform tableaus or mini scenes with a theme of giving 
- collaborate with other student ideas 

 
PERFORMANCE TASKS: 

- Warm up and Share (15 minutes) 
o Standing circle, ask students to think about one sentence stating one 

thing they learned in previous unit (“What’s one thing you can do now 
that you weren’t able to do before because of this class?”). Think about it 
while we warm up. 

o Focusing, breathing and physical warm up (routine) 
o Game: introduce Fruit Basket 
o Ask students to share the thing they can do now (give 30 seconds for 

additional thinking time if needed) 
- Butcher paper on ‘Giving’ (8-10 minutes) 

o Students in a circle around the paper, quiet reflection, free writing and 
associating with the prompt word. Quiet music playing.  

o All stand, slowly walk around paper, reading words that stand out to 
them. Teacher is keeping track of words that are said and repeated for 
next class by writing them down.  

- Mini Scenes (10 minutes) 
o Teacher explains and then models directions for clarity. Students stand in 

an “audience” at one side of the room. One at a time, as they get an idea 
for “giving”, students step forward and say how many people they need 
for their tableau or mini scene (1 line only) and people volunteer by 
stepping forward and joining. Student quietly tells the others their idea 
and what to do. They show the tableau or perform the scene, hold it for a 
beat, and all go back into the audience. (Ex. Modeled: Teacher says “I need 
one person”, volunteer steps forward. Whisper “I’m going to pick a flower 
and give it to you. We’re little kids. You should accept the flower.” Then 
perform it). Any questions? 



o Teacher should let the first impulses flow, then encourage those who 
haven’t stepped forward with an idea or volunteered for a peer’s idea to 
do so. 

o Teacher should keep track of common threads, themes, ideas, characters 
for potential future use in devising 

CLOSE: 
- Reinforce safe space of classroom for devising. Have a great day! 
 
 

Lesson Plan Day 2 | Acting and Directing | Unit 2 – Devising | 45 minutes 
 

UNDERSTANDING: Students will understand that they are slowly building work as a 
group; continue to explore the ideas and themes of “giving”  
 
KNOWLEDGE: Students will know… 

- that in devising work together, we must be respectful of each other’s ideas 
- that there are many ideas associated with the word ‘giving’ 
- that poems can come from anything 
 

SKILLS: Students will be able to… 
- write or draw word associations with a prompt word 
- build off of others’ ideas to create more elaborate ideas 
- work independently while building ensemble 
- share a personal moment 
- listen respectfully to their classmates 
- contribute two lines to a group poem 

 
PERFORMANCE TASKS: 

- Warm up (10 minutes) 
o Focusing, breathing and physical warm up (routine) 
o Game: now we’re better at Fruit Basket! 

 
- “Big Words” (30 minutes) 

o Teacher has written ‘big words’ from last class on separate pieces of  
8x11 paper and spread them in different places around the room. 

o Each student has a marker. To quiet music, students independently move 
around the room, responding to the ‘big words’ on the piece of paper with 
a thought, word, or drawing.  Students should aim to get to all pieces of 
paper (there should be more papers than students) (7 minutes) 

o Teacher prompts: “Find a word that you need today. Bring that piece of 
paper into a circle” 

o Students briefly share why they needed that word today (either reading 
what they wrote or telling a brief anecdote). While students are speaking, 
teacher constructs a poem, line by line as the students speak. The teacher 
can place lines wherever he/she wants. A top, bottom, 2nd line, 2nd from 
last line format often works nicely. (15 minutes) 



o Inform students that they’ve just written a poem. Read it to them. “This 
will be in our piece that you’re devising.” 

 
CLOSE: 
- Collect all work. Thank students for openness and willingness to take risk. Have a good 
weekend! 
 


